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Regarding similarly named organizations  

At different times throughout the year, Nantucket High School students will receive letters from 
organizations whose names sound very similar to the National Honor Society. These 
organizations typically charge a fee for membership. It is important for Nantucket High School 
students to know that there is one and only one National Honor Society, and we do not charge 
membership fees. If you have any question about the value of joining those outside 
organizations, we suggest you speak to your guidance counselor before you pay any 
membership fees.  

Membership Requirements 

Membership in the Nantucket Chapter of the National Honor Society is both an honor and a 
commitment. It is the highest recognition our school has for students. Students selected to this 
organization have demonstrated to the selected Faculty Committee the four tenets of the 
National Honor Society: 

1. Scholastic 
2. Leadership 
3. Service 
4. Character 

Members in Good Standing: 

Each member is…. 

• Required to complete community service hours and to turn in an accounting of it at the 
end of each term to the adviser  

• Expected to participate in group community service activities representing National 
Honor Society 

• Required to attend meetings of the National Honor Society 
• Required to maintain a grade point average of 4.1 (with rounding up from 4.05 allowed) 
• Required to maintain a good record of academic honesty 



• Required to maintain respect without incident regarding school rules and policies 
• Required to maintain a good record in the community without civil or community 

offenses. 

Probation of Dismissal from the National Honor Society 

If a student does not meet the requirements and the responsibilities of being a member in good 
standing, the Faculty Advisory Committee will convene to discuss an appropriate sanction 
which may be a probation or dismissal. 

1. In the event that a member fails to comply with any of the requirements, the NHS 
Faculty Committee will review his or her membership status. If a junior fails to meet 
these requirements, he or she may be required to relinquish membership and will not 
be able to reapply. Any senior who fails to meet these requirements may be required to 
relinquish membership and will not be honored as a NHS member at the graduation 
ceremony. 

2. Students whose grades fall below the required GPA will have one marking period in 
which to raise his/her grades in compliance. Juniors and seniors whose GPA remains 
below the minimum for two consecutive marking periods will come before the faculty 
committee for a decision as to whether to allow them to remain in the National Honor 
Society. In addition, seniors whose grades are not at or above the required GPA at the 
3rd marking period report card may not be recognized at graduation t the decision of the 
faculty committe.  

Becoming a Member of National Honor Society 

Eligibility: 

• Students who are juniors and seniors are eligible for selection on the National Honor 
Society 

• Students must have been enrolled at Nantucket High School for over 6 months.  
• Students must meet and maintain a minimum weighted GPA of 4.1  
• Students must have discipline, civil, and criminal records in good standing 
• Students may not be previously dismissed from another school’s National Honor Society 

Selection Process: 

1. Students meeting the academic requirement will be sent a letter/email from the adviser 
inviting them to submit an information packet to the National Honor Society Faculty 
Committee. 



2. Student information packets are required to be turned in by a required deadline. Late 
applications will not be accepted. 

3. A Faculty Committee is appointed by the Principal of Nantucket High School. They make 
the decisions regarding National Honor Society selection. 

4. The National Honor Society adviser is not a member of the Faculty Committee. The 
adviser sits in on the process to ensure that the proper procedure is followed and to be 
an advocate for the students.  

Faculty Selection Committee: 

Students are evaluated on the following four criteria required of National Honor Society 
members: Scholarship, Leadership, Service, and Character. 

Service to school is defined as having an ongoing commitment to school clubs, organizations, 
and/or sports. It is expected that students will participate in school service activities on a 
regular basis. 

Service to community is defined as activities that are done for or on behalf of others, 
specifically non-profits (outside of family and school) for which no compensation has been 
given. After admission to National Honor Society, students will be expected to perform at least 
10 hours of community service per semester.  

Leadership includes positions that are elected or appointed, and require students to be directly 
responsible for leading and motivating others. Leadership roles in the classroom may also be 
considered. 

Good character is defined as respecting and upholding school rules and policies including 
academic honesty and civil or criminal offenses in the community. Good character in the 
classroom includes attitude, flexibility, and communication.  

Preparing a National Honor Society Information Packet 

When a student receives a letter of academic eligibility, it becomes the student’s responsibility 
to complete the information packet. The packet is available from the adviser. The information 
packet should be given to the adviser by the specific deadline detailed in the invitation letter. 
NO LATE PACKETS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

Applications are examined by the Faculty Selection Committee and all applicants will receive a 
letter announcing the Committee’s decision. Induction is held shortly after the letter goes 
home. Please see the District Calendar for the exact date. 

Appealing Non-Selection to the National Honor Society 



If a student who is academically eligible is not selected for the National Honor Society, he/she 
has the right to appeal that decision. The student should first meet with the faculty adviser to 
discuss. The local chapters are not legally or constitutionally obligated to share specific 
information in regard to non-selection. However, in order to provide effective direction to help 
students reach their goals, the adviser can help them to understand what areas were seen as 
needing improvement.  This is information to assist the student in the future. 

Should the student or parents not be satisfied, the next level of discussion should take place 
with the principal. If the principal feels that a technical or procedural error may have been 
made, he may ask the Faculty Committee to reconvene and review the situation. It is rare for a 
non-selection decision to be reversed. 

Induction 

The induction ceremony takes place during the school year and is organized by existing National 
Honor Society members and the adviser. Parents and guests are invited to the ceremony. 
Please check the District Calendar for the exact date. 

Service Projects 

The Nantucket Chapter of the National Honor Society is involved with individual and group 
community service projects. The group service projects are organized by NHS members and the 
adviser. Individual service is organized by each individual and may also include formal tutoring 
of a student who is not a relative.  

 

 

 


